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Except for a dip in the first few years after 9/11, the number of students receiving credit for study-abroad programs has been rising
steadily. It jumped nearly 150%, to 241,791, between 1996-97 and 2006-07, the latest year for which data is available, says the
Institute of International Education, a New York-based non-profit. The House and Senate each have introduced a bill this year that
aims to boost that figure to 1 million in a decade.

As more students consider study abroad, international education experts say, a confluence of trends could lead to more risks for
students:

-With more college students seeking mental health services on campus, one major insurer is urging schools to help students decide if
they are mentally prepared to study abroad. When students go abroad, "stresses are likely to intensify and access to quality (mental
health) care may be limited," says Christiane Groth, who was a risk analyst for United Educators, which insures more than 800
colleges and providers. On top of that, some medications may be unavailable. Adderal, which treats attention deficit/hyperactivity, is
banned in China, Turkey and Argentina, for example, and is under strict transport regulations and will not be allowed entry at customs
in Australia and several countries in Europe, says HTH Worldwide, which provides health care services and insurance to students on
international travel.

-Attempts to meet rising demand may lead to hastily created programs that could endanger students. "There is a rush to do things ...
without looking at the infrastructure ... you have in place to support it," says Patricia Martin, associate director of study abroad at the
University of Pennsylvania. Of particular concern, she says, are volunteer programs, internships or non-credit programs in which
colleges may not know who is traveling, for how long, or how to contact them - or their family - in an emergency. Recent news
reports, for example, say 11 Michigan State University students were robbed at gunpoint in March while doing volunteer work.
University spokesman Terry Denbow says he can't confirm details because the group's trip was not affiliated with the university.
Campus officials have offered counseling to the students, he said.

-While Western Europe remains the most popular destination, participation is increasing fastest in Asia, Latin America, Africa and the
Middle East, institute data show. Access to health care and other emergency services are more limited in less-developed countries.
And the majority (77%) of traffic fatalities abroad - the leading cause of unnatural deaths by Americans traveling abroad - occurred
in low- and middle-income countries, an analysis of U.S. State Department data for the years 2004 to 2006 by a non-profit advocacy
group called Make Roads Safe shows.
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